
 

Meeting the challenge 
 

Of 
 

College admission 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Office of student personnel services 

 
Guidance department 

 
Junior booklet 

For the 
Class of 2010 -2011 

Pa
ge
1  

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“HOME OF THE TIGERS” 
 
 
 
 
 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
 

School Information--------------------------------------------------------3 
 

College Panning Calendar-----------------------------------------------4 
 

How do I select a college------------------------------------------------7 
 

25 Questions to ask a college representative--------------------8 
 

Colleges in New Jersey--------------------------------------------------10 
 

Test Information-----------------------------------------------------------13 
 

College Terms---------------------------------------------------------------15 
 

Decisions: Choosing a College----------------------------------------15 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Pa
ge
2 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“HOME OF THE TIGERS” 
 
 
 
 
 

SCHOOL INFORMATION: 
 

 
ADDRESS:   MEMORIAL HIGH SCHOOL 
    5501 PARK AVENUE 
    WEST NEW YORK, NEW JERSEY 07093 
  
PHONE:   201 553.4110 Ext. 7044 or 7045  
 
CEEB CODE:  311595 
 
GUIDANCE COUNSELORS:  Stacey Bogert; Peggy Cave-Harriot; Peter 
Cosgrove; Frank Gioia; Brenda Gould; Linda Monforte; Silvia Rodriguez; 
Albert Sosa; Zulema Zelwian. 
 
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL: Alina Mendoza 
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JUNIOR-SENIOR COLLEGE PLANNING CALENDAR 
 

MARCH/APRIL 
 
Meet with your counselor to carefully review your records, plan an 
appropriate program of studies for next year, and research your post 
high school plans. 
 

1. Consider attending the College Fair in April at the Meadowlands. 
2. Continue screening colleges- use College Guide Books and 

Computer Software as resource materials. 
3. Register for the June SAT’s or ACT. (Taking them early will allow 

you time to retake them if you are not satisfied with your scores.) 
4. Start thinking about your strengths and preferences in terms of 

what you may want to do in life. 
5. Consider participating in a pre-college summer program.  
 

May 
 
1. Attend national and regional College Fairs. 
 

June 
 
1. Take the SAT or ACT – June 
2. Service Academy candidates – see your counselor for nomination 

procedure. 
3. Prepare a summer agenda of pre-college activity (make sure you 

have college addresses, sample essay questions, etc., before you 
leave for “summer vacation.”) 

4. Make arrangements for campus tours. 
5. Review SAT or ACT test results and determine if you should take 

them again in the fall. 
6. If you are seeking a recommendation from a teacher you had this 

year, speak with the teacher about it now! 
 

July/August 
 

1. Start visiting college or universities that interest you (Touring 
Campuses. 

2. Begin writing to colleges or universities for application and 
brochures. 

3. Consider a summer job or volunteer experience in your area of 
interest.  

4. Study for the SAT or ACT.  Consider taking a test preparation 
course, online tutorial, or self-help books 

5. Early decision candidates: Finalize plans and prepare application 
materials of October submission. 

6. Complete one good first draft of your “Personal Statement” and 
also do two or three of the standard college application essays 
(you will appreciate this advice in November!!!). 
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September 
 

1. Meet with your counselor and begin to narrow down your college 
choices, be sure to include a “security school.” 

2. Send for remaining college application. 
3. Register to take or retake SAT and/or ACT 
4. Request that official test scores be sent to school where you are 

applying.  
5. Meet with college representatives. 
6. Check dates and locations of college fairs and parents nights in 

your area. 
7. Send thank you notes to each college representative who spends 

time with you.  
8. Decide which teachers and other people you would like to write 

letters of recommendation. 
9. Complete your activity sheet and return to your Guidance 

Counselor. 
 

October and November 
 

1. Take or retake SAT and/or ACT 
2. Make a final list of your six top college choices. 
3. Attend college fairs. 
4. Finalize application packets then see your Guidance Counselor. 
5. Send early decision and early action applications 
6. Request from your Guidance Counselor to forward Official copies 

of Transcript and counselor recommendation to schools where you 
applied. 

7. Promptly respond to any request from admissions officers.  
8. Your first application must be in the Guidance Office no later than 

December 1st! 
 

December 
 

1. Submit admission applications to your Guidance Counselor first. 
2. Submit copies of online admission applications to your Counselor 

for Official copies of Transcript to schools where you applied. 
3. Keep working on your grades. Maintain a strong senior year. 

 
January 

 
1. If applying for financial aid, pick up a copy of the F.A.F.S.A. and/or 

PROFILE.  Applicants may also complete the application on-line at 
www.fafsa.ed.gov. 

2. Rolling admissions college decision are starting to come in now. 
Notify your Counselor and give a copy  when you receive a letter. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/
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February 
 

1. If you have not already done so – now is the time for your parents to 
complete and mail or on-line submit the FAFSA. (There is an element 
of “first come, first served” when it comes to distributing financial 
aid.) 

2. Verify that schools have received all application materials. 
3. Submit the “last” of your college applications (watch those 

deadlines). 
 
 

March 
 

1. Make sure all financial aid forms have been completed. 
2. Continue monitoring your college applications. 
3. Attend college campus Open Houses. 

 
April 

 
1. Expect to receive letters of acceptance or non-acceptance. 
2. Keep your Counselor informed of the college decisions. 
3. Review all acceptance packages carefully. 
4. Make final visits to schools that have sent acceptance letters to 

make final decision. 
5. Select the school you plan to attend and send a deposit by specified 

deadline. 
6. Notify schools of your decision. 
7. Sent thank you notes to those who wrote recommendations. 
8. Register for/take advanced placement tests. 

 
 

May and June 
 

1. Take any remaining Advanced Placement (AP) tests. 
2. Request that your final transcript be sent to the college you have 

selected. 
3. Relax and enjoy! 

 
 

July and August 
 

1. Finalize your college budget. 
2. Note deadlines for tuition and room and board payments. 
3. Apply for student loans if necessary. 
4. Attend freshman orientation 
5. Have a great year in college 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 

HOW DO I SELECT A COLLEGE? 
 

 It all starts with you.  You need to know what makes you tick and examine 
the things that are important to you.  You will then more easily be able to 
determine if you want to go to school and if so, what kind of school would meet 
your needs.  
 
 Take some time to think about yourself.  To begin, ask yourself the 
following question: “What are my interests, attitudes and abilities?”  The answer 
is important because it will help guide you in deciding what6 career path may be 
right for you. 
 
 Here are some additional questions for you to consider before you start 
your search: 
 

• Do I have an ultimate goal? 
• Why do I want to go to college? 
• What do I hope to achieve in college? 
• What are my academic goals? 
• What things do I want out of my college experience? 
• Do I want to become involved in campus activities such as sports, 

student government, music or theater? 
• Do I want to be challenged academically? 
• What do I want to study (what major am I considering)? 
• What do I do well? 
• What possible jobs or careers interest me? 
• Do I want to enter the work force immediately after graduation? 
• Is it important for me to have a good paying job when I graduate? 
• Do I hope to attend graduate or professional school? 

 
Now that you have answered question about yourself, it should be easier 
for you to evaluate the kinds of schools available.  There are many kinds of 
schools across our nation.  They range from small community and 
technical colleges to private colleges and large universities.  Each type of 
school has its own advantages.  
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25 QUESTIONS To Ask a College Representative 
How do you know a college is right for you? 

The first step is to visit and ask plenty of questions. 
The answers will tell you if the college you are looking 

into meets your needs! 
 
 
 

What you need to know about ACADEMICS 
 

1. What programs do you offer? 
 

2. How long does it take to get a degree? 
 

3. Do you have internship programs? 
 

4. Will someone help me with my schedule? 
 

5. How hard is it to get the class schedule I need? 
 

6. Is there tutoring, if I need extra help? 
 

What you need to know about FINANCIAL AID 
 

7. What is the tuition, including fees and books? 
 
8. What type of aid is available to me? 

 
9. Are there scholarships, and how do I apply? 

 
10. Is there a deadline to apply for Financial Aid? 

 
What you need to know about TECHNOLOGY 
 

11. What type of software will I be using? 
 
12. Is the campus wireless? 

 
13. Will I have email and access to the internet? 
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14. Can I take classes online? 
 
 
What you need to know about ADMISSIONS 
 

15. What is the application deadline? 
 

16. What are the requirements for acceptance? 
 

17. Do you require SATs? 
 

18. When can I arrange a tour of the college? 
 
What you need to know about STUDENT LIFE 
 

19. What type of residence facilities do you have? 
 

20. What is the average class size? 
 

21. What activities do you offer? 
 

22. What is the total enrollment of the college? 
 
What you need to know about CAREER SERVICES 
 

23. Will I have help finding a job when I graduate? 
 

24. What type of positions are your graduates getting? 
 

25. What is your graduate employment rate? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



    

Colleges in New Jersey include large state institutions such as 
Rutgers University and private colleges like Berkeley College 
which is nationally recognized for its business programs. 

 

Berkeley College 

Garret Mountain Campus 
44 Rifle Camp Road 
West Paterson, NJ  07424 
973-278-5400 
REQUEST INFORMATION 

Newark Campus 
536 Broad Street 
Newark, NJ 07102 
973-642-3888 
REQUEST INFORMATION 

Paramus Campus 
64 East Midland Ave. 
Paramus, NJ 07652 
201-967-9667 
REQUEST INFORMATION 

Woodbridge Campus 
430 Rahway Avenue 
Woodbridge, NJ  07095 
732-750-1800 
REQUEST INFORMATION 

Bloomfield College 

467 Franklin Street 
Bloomfield, NJ  07003 
973-748-9000 
REQUEST INFORMATION 

Caldwell College 

9 Ryerson Avenue 
Caldwell, NJ  07006 
973-618-3000 
REQUEST INFORMATION 

New Jersey Institute of Technology

University Heights 
Newark, NJ  07102 
973-596-3000 
REQUEST INFORMATION 

Princeton University 

Princeton, NJ  08544 
609-258-3000 
REQUEST INFORMATION 

Ramapo College 

505 Ramapo Valley Road 
Mahwah, NJ  07430 
201-684-7500 
REQUEST INFORMATION 

Richard Stockton College 

P.O. Box 195 
Pomona, NJ  08240 
609-652-1776 
REQUEST INFORMATION 

Rider University 

2083 Lawrenceville Road 
Lawrenceville, NJ  08648 
609-896-5000 
REQUEST INFORMATION 

Rowan University 

201 Mullica Hill Road 
Glassboro, NJ  08028 
856-256-4000 
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http://www.rutgers.edu/
http://www.berkeleycollege.edu/
http://www.berkeleycollege.edu/
http://notes.collegesinnewjersey.com/njcolleges.nsf/RequestInfo?OpenForm
http://notes.collegesinnewjersey.com/njcolleges.nsf/RequestInfo?OpenForm
http://notes.collegesinnewjersey.com/njcolleges.nsf/RequestInfo?OpenForm
http://notes.collegesinnewjersey.com/njcolleges.nsf/RequestInfo?OpenForm
http://www.bloomfield.edu/
http://notes.collegesinnewjersey.com/njcolleges.nsf/RequestInfo?OpenForm
http://www.caldwell.edu/
http://notes.collegesinnewjersey.com/njcolleges.nsf/RequestInfo?OpenForm
http://www.njit.edu/
http://notes.collegesinnewjersey.com/njcolleges.nsf/RequestInfo?OpenForm
http://www.princeton.edu/
http://notes.collegesinnewjersey.com/njcolleges.nsf/RequestInfo?OpenForm
http://www.ramapo.edu/
http://notes.collegesinnewjersey.com/njcolleges.nsf/RequestInfo?OpenForm
http://www2.stockton.edu/
http://notes.collegesinnewjersey.com/njcolleges.nsf/RequestInfo?OpenForm
http://www.rider.edu/
http://notes.collegesinnewjersey.com/njcolleges.nsf/RequestInfo?OpenForm
http://www.rowan.edu/
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Centenary College

400 Jefferson Street 
Hackettstown, NJ  07840 
908-852-1400 
REQUEST INFORMATION 

The College of New Jersey  

P.O. Box 7718 
Ewing, NJ  08628 
609-771-1855 
REQUEST INFORMATION 

College of Saint Elizabeth 

2 Convent Road 
Morristown, NJ  07960 
973-290-4000 
REQUEST INFORMATION 

Drew University 

36 Madison Avenue 
Madison, NJ  07940 
973-408-3000 
REQUEST INFORMATION 

Fairleigh Dickinson University 

1000 River Road 
Teaneck, NJ  07666 
201-692-2000 
REQUEST INFORMATION 

Felician College 

262 South Main Street 
Lodi, NJ  07644 
201-559-6000 
REQUEST INFORMATION 

Georgian Court University 

900 Lakewood Avenue 
Lakewood, NJ  08701 
800-458-8422 
REQUEST INFORMATION 

Kean University 

100 Morris Avenue 
Union, NJ  07083 
908-737-5326 
REQUEST INFORMATION 

Monmouth University 

REQUEST INFORMATION 

Rutgers the State University 

Camden Campus 
311 North Fifth Street  
Camden, NJ  08102 
856-225-1766 
REQUEST INFORMATION 

New Brunswick Campus 
New Brunswick, NJ  08901 
732-932-4636 
REQUEST INFORMATION 

Newark Campus 
Newark, NJ  07102 
973-353-5568 
REQUEST INFORMATION 

Saint Peter's College 

2641 Kennedy Boulevard  
Jersey City, NJ  07306 
201-915-9000 
REQUEST INFORMATION 

Seton Hall University 

400 South Orange Avenue 
South Orange, NJ  07079 
973-761-9000 
REQUEST INFORMATION 

Stevens Institute of Technology 

Castle Point on Hudson 
Hoboken, NJ  07030 
201-216-5000 
REQUEST INFORMATION 

Thomas Edison State College 

101 West State Street 
Trenton, NJ  08608 
888-442-8372 
REQUEST INFORMATION 

University of Medicine & Dentistry 
of New Jersey 

65 Bergen Street 
Newark, NJ  07107 
973-972-4300 
REQUEST INFORMATION 

William Paterson University 

http://www.centenarycollege.edu/
http://notes.collegesinnewjersey.com/njcolleges.nsf/RequestInfo?OpenForm
http://www.tcnj.edu/
http://notes.collegesinnewjersey.com/njcolleges.nsf/RequestInfo?OpenForm
http://www.cse.edu/
http://notes.collegesinnewjersey.com/njcolleges.nsf/RequestInfo?OpenForm
http://www.drew.edu/
http://notes.collegesinnewjersey.com/njcolleges.nsf/RequestInfo?OpenForm
http://www.fdu.edu/
http://notes.collegesinnewjersey.com/njcolleges.nsf/RequestInfo?OpenForm
http://www.felician.edu/
http://notes.collegesinnewjersey.com/njcolleges.nsf/RequestInfo?OpenForm
http://www.georgian.edu/
http://notes.collegesinnewjersey.com/njcolleges.nsf/RequestInfo?OpenForm
http://www.kean.edu/
http://notes.collegesinnewjersey.com/njcolleges.nsf/RequestInfo?OpenForm
http://www.monmouth.edu/
http://notes.collegesinnewjersey.com/njcolleges.nsf/RequestInfo?OpenForm
http://www.rutgers.edu/
http://notes.collegesinnewjersey.com/njcolleges.nsf/RequestInfo?OpenForm
http://notes.collegesinnewjersey.com/njcolleges.nsf/RequestInfo?OpenForm
http://notes.collegesinnewjersey.com/njcolleges.nsf/RequestInfo?OpenForm
http://www.spc.edu/
http://notes.collegesinnewjersey.com/njcolleges.nsf/RequestInfo?OpenForm
http://www.shu.edu/
http://notes.collegesinnewjersey.com/njcolleges.nsf/RequestInfo?OpenForm
http://www.stevens-tech.edu/
http://notes.collegesinnewjersey.com/njcolleges.nsf/RequestInfo?OpenForm
http://www.tesc.edu/
http://notes.collegesinnewjersey.com/njcolleges.nsf/RequestInfo?OpenForm
http://www.umdnj.edu/
http://www.umdnj.edu/
http://notes.collegesinnewjersey.com/njcolleges.nsf/RequestInfo?OpenForm
http://ww2.wpunj.edu/


 

 400 Cedar Avenue 
West Long Branch, NJ  07764 
732-571-3400 
REQUEST INFORMATION 

Montclair State University 

1 Normal Avenue 
Upper Montclair, NJ  07043 
973-655-4000 
REQUEST INFORMATION 

New Jersey City University 

2039 Kennedy Boulevard 
Jersey City, NJ  07305 
888-441-6528 
REQUEST INFORMATION 

300 Pompton Road 
Wayne, NJ  07470 
877-978-3923 
REQUEST INFORMATION 
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http://notes.collegesinnewjersey.com/njcolleges.nsf/RequestInfo?OpenForm
http://www.montclair.edu/
http://notes.collegesinnewjersey.com/njcolleges.nsf/RequestInfo?OpenForm
http://www.njcu.edu/
http://notes.collegesinnewjersey.com/njcolleges.nsf/RequestInfo?OpenForm
http://notes.collegesinnewjersey.com/njcolleges.nsf/RequestInfo?OpenForm
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What Tests Do I Need To Take? 

 
Most colleges and universities require that you take certain 
tests before you apply for admission.  The specific test will 
normally be listed in the information bulletin published by each 
school.  The two standardized tests used primarily for admission 
to college are the Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT) and the 
American College Test (ACT).   It is your responsibility to make 
sure you take the test that is required by the colleges to which 
you are applying. 
 
Test scores are especially important if a college does not have 
experience with a particular high school. One director of 
admissions described them as “a consistent piece of information 
to add to the overall evaluation.”  Since the U.S. has no official 
national educational standards, it is a quick way to compare 
applicants from thousands of different high schools. 
 
Standardized tests are administered by independent testing 
organizations including the Educational Testing Service in 
Princeton, N.J., and the ACT in Iowa City, Iowa. 
 
It is necessary to register with a testing organization for a test 
date and location and pay a fee to take the test required by the 
schools to which you apply.  The testing organization will score 
your test and send the results to the colleges or universities 
you have indicated.  
 
It is important to plan ahead.  It can take many months from the 
time you request the testing information, register, take the test 
and ultimately have the test scores arrive at the university 
admissions office.  It is necessary that your scores arrive at the 
university at approximately the same time as your application for 
admission.  You must have taken the test at least two month 
before you need the official test scores available.  
 
There are many advantages to taking the SAT and/or the ACT in 
the spring of your junior year in high school.  You will have time 
before your senior year to take a prep course or tutorial, or 
study more on your own if you are not satisfied with your scores 
and want to retake the test in the autumn of your senior year. 
You will also be better able to plan your senior year. 
 
You will start receiving information from colleges and 
universities before your senior year.  If you don’t know where you 
will go to school and therefore do not which test are required 
for admission, you should consider taking both the ACT and SAT. 
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SAT: 
     The SAT is the college entrance examination of choice in East 
and West coast schools.  It measures the critical thinking skills 
you will need to succeed in college by assessing how well you 
analyze and solve problems.  The test, with breaks, is over four 
hours long and has three major sections: Critical Reading, Math, 
and Writing.  Each section is scored on a scale of 200-800.  There 
are two writing sub-scores, one for the multiple-choice questions 
and one for the essay.  The 25 minute essay section is always the 
first section and the 10 minute multiple-choice writing section is 
the last.  The other six 25 minute sections and two 20 minute 
sections can appear in any order. 
 
ACT: 
     Another standardized test used for college admission is the 
American College Test (ACT).  It is very popular in the Midwest 
but is gaining acceptance elsewhere.  In fact, most colleges and 
universities in the U.S., including the Ivy League schools, accept 
it.  The test lasts two hours and 55 minutes and contains four 
sections that measure academic achievement in English, 
Mathematics, Reading, and Science.  There is also an optional 30 
minute writing test.  Some schools may require the writing 
section, so be sure to ask before you take the test.  It is usually 
taken during the spring semester of your junior year in high 
school.  The ACT is related directly to what you have learned in 
high school.  By measuring the knowledge and skills needed in 
college, the test shows colleges and universities that you have 
the potential to become a successful college student.  The ACT 
includes a unique interest inventory section that provides 
valuable information to help plan your education and your 
career.  It also includes a comprehensive student profile 
section. 
 
For more information on Standardized Tests, you can visit the 
following websites: 
 
www.collegeborad.com    Test and course preparation materials. 
www.act.org                             Test preparation information for ACT 
www.princetonreview.com Test preparation advice and services 
www.onlinetestprep.com  Free online services & software for      
sale 
www.Sparknotes.com            Online study guides 
www.powerprep.com   Free online software and test preparation   

 

http://www.collegeborad.com/
http://www.act.org/
http://www.princetonreview.com/
http://www.onlinetestprep.com/
http://www.sparknotes.com/
http://www.powerprep.com/
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5000 Collegiate Words with Brief 
Definitions 

Speak and write with an Ivy League graduate's vocabulary! 

www.freevocabulary.com  5000 free SAT words. This is a great 
website to look in to… 

 

DECISIONS 

 

There are over 3,500 institutions of higher education across the 
country.  Each is unique with its own mission. The task before you 
now is to match your goals, your needs, and your abilities with these 
many institutions! 

The information that follows will help you determine the types of 
institutions you may want to explore further. 

COLLEGE  VS.  UNIVERSITY 

Basically, institutions of higher education fall into the category of 
college or university. The following definitions will allow an easy 
comparison between the two. 

College is defined as an institution of higher education offering 
instruction beyond twelfth grade whose programs satisfy the 
requirements for a degree at the associate, and/or baccalaureate, 
and graduate levels.  Colleges usually offer a wide range of 
degree programs with faculty whose duties include teaching and 
scholarly research. 

University is defined as an institution of higher education offering 
instruction beyond twelfth grade whose programs satisfy the 
requirements for a degree at the baccalaureate and graduate 
levels.  Universities are generally comprised of several individual 
colleges and professional schools (e.g., College of Arts & 
Sciences, College of Business, and School of Law). 

TYPES OF COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES 

The Liberal Arts College- This is the most common type of college.  
Its programs are designed to provide students with a broad 
foundation in the arts and sciences, as opposed to technical 

http://www.freevocabulary.com/
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training.  Students at liberal arts colleges usually major in 
humanities, social sciences, natural sciences, mathematics or the 
fine and performing arts wile working towards a Bachelor of Arts 
or Bachelor of Science degree.  Most colleges, even if not liberal 
arts, require students to complete a number of liberal arts 
courses. 

Technical Institute – A technical institute is a degree-granting 
college which offers intensive training in engineering and other 
scientific fields.  Undergraduate study sometimes requires five 
years.  Recently, some schools of technology have coordinated 
their programs with liberal arts colleges. 

Two-Year College - A two year college can be either a junior 
college or a community college.  A junior college is usually 
private, whereas a community college is supported by the local 
county and the state.  Both institutions offer the Associate of Arts, 
Associate of Science and Associate of Applied Science degrees and 
have a variety of aims:  1. to provide preparation for transfer to a 
four-year college or university;  2.  to provide general education to 
those not seeking a baccalaureate degree;  3.  to provide 
specialized training of a terminal nature for specific fields.  An 
admission criterion at two-year community colleges is usually open, 
meaning that all high school graduates are accepted. 

Cooperative College or University – A cooperative college or 
university offers a four or five-year work study program.  Periods 
of study on campus are alternated with periods of paid employment 
in business and industry.  The objective of the cooperative 
education program is to provide practical work experience with 
classroom theory.  Many colleges and universities are beginning to 
integrate cooperative education into several of their curricula 
offerings. 

Nursing Schools – There are several avenues which lead to 
preparation in nursing.  Some hospitals offer three years of 
intensive training leading to state certification as a Registered 
Nurse.  Many colleges and universities offer a four-year program 
of liberal arts and nursing training leading to a Bachelor of 
Science degree with RN state certification.  Many junior and 
community colleges, in conjunction with local hospitals, offer 
nursing programs. 

 

 


