MemberProfile:
The West New York
Board of Education

Creating an effective public schoal program
far students with autism spectrum: disar-
ders (ASDs) ¢an be a daunting task,
out ane that can be very worthwhile,
as demansiraied by tha Wasl Mew York
Board of Education and supenntancent
Dr. Robert Van Zanten. Led oy Director
of Bpecial Services, Anastasia Oliverg,
wha also is the parent of an adult with
autism, the West Mew Yark school district
is commilled to providing a quality education

far each of jts students cn the autism spec-
frum. Dedizahion o angoing suoport and lralning

for all involved staff has been g critical elemant
of their program, Approximately 1,000 special nesds
studenis receive services in Hudson County, MNew Jersey,
Individualized Educabon Program {IEP) teams develop
nurtunng individualized programs with an emphasis on
comemunication and social skills within the least restnctive
snvironment, Many students with an ASD recawve special
educalion services via & continuum consisting of cansulia-
tion, in-class support, in-class resource repiacement and
pull-gut replacement af & particular content issue and seff-
contained classes for studenis with disabilities, Al teachers
within the district’'s autism program hold @ standard Teacher
of the Hangicapped/T=acher of Students with Disabilities
certification and are specialty tralned in the principles and
procedures of Applied Behavior Analysis (ABA) Thus far,
bwo af the teachers have become Board Ceditied Behavior
Analysis® (BCEA). Parenls are encouraged to obsaerve the
classroom to discuss skills learned Inschool inan effort o
facilitate generalization of skills across environmeants.

Ms, Olivero recently discussed har district's efforts -and
shared her supgestions with the nope thal other public
school disiricts endeavaring te begin or improve their own
autism programs Can gain encouragement.

Describe the training and supports that have been provided
to your staff members, specialized to their job descrip-
tion.

“All newly hired paraorofessianals during the past two years
working in aur program have received training fram a well-
regarded behavieral grograrm duting the surmmer prior to
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starl date. Classroom  teachers
also provide gngong traming to
paraprofessionals regarding
data collecltion  and
instructional/bshay-
laral sfrategies,
Generdl education
specilized area
leachers. have
receivaedtraining
from ALUST
Mesw Jersay
with @2 basic
aufism overview
and basic ABA,
They also  have
recened Iraining an
streiegies which assist
_— our students within the
confines of their classraom
and within the ganeral sducation
eriranment. Two of the four feachers in our program are
BCBAs and work very closely with our ather twa tzachers
who have strang behavicral backgrounds and praviausly
have tzaught in ABA private schools."

i
»

Where did you begin and what resources did you uss?
"0 first autism Pra-K classroom bagan in Septermber 2004
i Public School Twa. We had ane leacher, along with 2 pars-
professionals. Her strong behavioral background was clearly
an assal for our prograrm., Dur second autism classraom was
opened in Septermber 2006, also at Public School Two, This
lzacher's strang behavioral background served the pragram
well, Our eriginal teacher moved up to K-2 while our newly
hired teacher became our Pre-K teacher.”

How do you ensure that your middle and high school claszes
are preparing the students for life after graduation?

“Az part of the Computer Educabon Curriculum, all students
in the 2th grade stari researching carsers of initeresls.
Sludents with disabiities arz offered a career planning
elective designed to guide students in exploring possible
carger options related 16 their choca, Upon complation of
the ceurse, the students will develop a personal carear plan
Students alsa lzarn abaut the laws that protect their rights
as individuals with disabilites. Students with sevare disabil-
ties who participate in Creating Pathways {grades 7-12)
paricipata in classroom and communiy-based instruc-
tion o develop and enhance academic skills, household
managemeant skills, clothing care skills, safety skills, maoney
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managament skilis, accassing recreation and laisure activ-
fies, developing social skills to interact with adultz and pEars,
ACCRSSING aNnC USINE community resources, using . local
transponation ang developing pre-employment skills. The
Chitd Study Team (CST) casa managers interview students
In grades 7 and 8, grading their interssts ang preferences as
weli 35 post-schaol plans, The gathered information is used
to cevelop the Staterment of Transition Planning page in the
|EF and determine which courses the student will be sched-
uled for when entaring the high schaol. Our distnict has a
Tuli-time Transition Spaciabist at Memerial High Schoal, who
meets with all students with disabilities in gradas 9 through
12, This alsa includes students who atterd out-of-distric
oplacements,

What prerequisite skills do you leok far when determining
how much time an individual student would benefit from
spending in the general education environment?

“Preraquisite skills include the student's ability to remain
an task, verbalize needs, display appropriate social behavior
and tolerance to being in & more unstructured setting than
Ihey are accustamed to and limited behavioral issues, The
first arsas that siudents typically spend time with nan-
disabied peers are physical education, art, music, liorary
and computers with paraprofessional support, Classroom
teachers use the collected data regarding skill development
te-determine what supports are raquired in these seftings."

How dess your scheol acknowledge Autism Awarensss
Maonth?
“In the past, we've participated in a District Dress Dawn Day
fo develop awareness about autism and studenls on the
spectrum. Proceeds went fo 2 variety of agencies, Informa-
tion was distnbuted to staff regarding autism and they are
now in-tung 1o individuais with autism through 2 wide range
of ages. This year, a walkathan s the lead activity for cur
disirict.”
What tips do you have for other public school administrators
looking to start er improve their own autism programs?
= "Conduct a needs sssessment (2.g.: age group, staffing
neacs, relaled personnel, classroom space) o deter
rring where you want to start or expand your program,
» [dentify the students, both in and eut of district, wha
will be included in the new class. Maet with the parents

o discuss how tne district is proposing to meet the

sludents’ neads and address parental concems.
= Observe the sfudents in their current programs and
obtain copies of assessment data to gain an under-
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standing their skills. After collecting the necassary infor-
mation, develop ransition plans for students wha will be
returning to the public school sefiing

IF you nave a current program that is comparable,
arrange for the parents ta visit the class and spesk with
the teachar,

Prior fo starting the new class, arrange traming on
implementing ABA strategies so that all general and
special education staff with tzaching responsibilities for
the class have e working knowledge of how to suppart
students with ASDs.

Whenever possible, integrate related services into the
classroom-and/or non-academic areas.

Set up a home-schoal communications systerm that will
wars for all parties involved. Scheduls meetings to make
necessary revisions to the current 1ER detailing the
services that will be pravided within the public school
setting as well 25 2 transition schedule, when neces-
sary,

‘I recently was asked to canduct workshops far small
groups of specials leachers at West New Yark and was truly
imprassad by haw much they genuinely wanied to learn
how to imprave their effectivensss with their students with
autism," said Autism MNew Jersey Professional Services
Coordinalor Elizabeth Neumann, BCaBA. “They were open
to new ideas, assed greal questions, supported each ather
as calieagues and worked together well, They were very
invested in sesing their students succesd." For more infor
mation about West Mew York Schoois, contact the Cepart-
ment of Special Services office at 201 .553.4000, extension
7152 @
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It you wauld like fo recornmend a school of commiu-
nity membear to be profiled in this section, please
e-mall jalloway@autismnj.org. Please include the
name of the school or person, why you feel profiling
this scheal or person is af interest to the autism
community &nd contact information. Thank you_
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